IN MEMORIAM

Shondeep Lal Sarkar, Ph.D., P.E., P.G., President of the ACI Houston Chapter, and an internationally respected member of the concrete community passed away on July 29, 2004, at the young age of 58, after a long, courageous battle with cancer.  Until his last days, he carried out his personal and professional responsibilities with the same passion that was a hallmark of his character.

Born and raised in India, Shondeep received an undergraduate degree in geology from Jadavpur University.  His interest in the chemistry of cements took him to the Birbeck College of the London University where he earned M. Sc. and Ph. D. degrees in crystallography under the supervision of Prof. J.W. Jeffery, famous for discovering the crystal structure of tricalcium silicate, the principal mineral in Portland cement.  His rigorous training under Prof. Jeffery played an important role in Shondeep’s outstanding contributions to the field of mineralogy of concrete and concrete-making materials during his professional life.

Shondeep’s teaching, research, and consulting career in cement and concrete science began at the University of Ilorin in Nigeria where he spent 6 years before migrating to Canada.  He worked for 10 years as a member of the Civil Engineering faculty at the University of Sherbrooke in Canada.  In 1994, he moved to Houston, Texas, and eventually became Principal of his own firm Sarkar and Associates, Inc. – a consulting company specializing in forensic petrography of concrete.  He was a licensed Professional Engineer and a licensed Professional Geoscientist in Texas and a member of the American Society of Civil Engineers.  He was also associated as a research scientist with the Texas Transportation Institute at Texas A&M University.  As the author or coauthor of more than 150 scientific publications and a featured speaker at numerous national and international meetings, Dr. Sarkar was well known for his contributions in mineralogy and microstructure of cement based products.  Specifically noteworthy are his microstructural investigations on concrete from field structures ranging from the Roman period to modern day.  In recognition of his excellent work in the science of durability of concrete, the CANMET/ACI International Conferences Committee honored Dr. Sarkar with a special award in June, 2000, at the Fifth CANMET/ACI International Conference on Durability of Concrete, in Barcelona, Spain.

In spite of his health problems, earlier this year Shondeep accepted the leadership position of the ACI Houston Chapter where he initiated the Distinguished Lecturer Series.  On the 26th of July, when the writer was in Houston to deliver the scheduled distinguished lecture, the room was filled but the individual responsible for inviting me was missing.  I was told that two days earlier Shondeep had to be admitted to the intensive care unit of a local hospital.  I was saddened by the irony of the situation because just a week before he had telephoned to tell me that he was eagerly waiting to hear my talk on a holistic approach to all durability problems in concrete.  He felt that the members of the concrete construction industry in Houston would benefit more if I avoided complex chemistry and mathematics, and instead highlighted the fundamental principles of the concrete microstructure that must be considered for building durable structures. Having known Shondeep’s zest for life, his passion for his work, and an unrelenting commitment to responsibility, I had cherished the hope that he would once again bounce back from his latest bout with cancer.

He had a special fascination for the philosophy and values expounded by Bhagavad Gita, the Hindu Bible, and spiritual poems of Rabindra Nath Tagore – a Nobel Laureate from India.  Shondeep was a remarkable man who actually was able to imbibe a keen sense of duty and selfless service into everyday living. This value system, I believe had a profound effect on his personal and professional life.  Also, this was a source of his boundless energy and infectious enthusiasm for any work that he chose to undertake.  Survived by his mother, his wife Sharmistha, his daughter Shalini, his son Saurabh, Shondeep Sarkar will be deeply missed not only by the members of his family but also by many of his friends and associates throughout the world.
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